Deserters and the Creative and Therapeutic Arts BA

Thanks so much for visiting us and inviting us to collaborate, it's been great. Today the
students all shared an artist from the Deserters website that spoke to them - it was wonderful
to hear how they were drawing connections with their own work.

Heloise Godfrey-Talbot

As part of the development of the exhibition and wider project Deserters, curators
Caroline Humphreys and Bella Kerr understood that exhibiting at Oriel Y Bont
offered a unique context due to the nature and proximity of the Creative and
Therapeutic Arts BA and so started a conversation with course leader Heloise
Godfrey-Talbot and her students.

The conversation has progressed over several sessions:

Caroline and Bella introduced the Deserters project and kept students up to date on
the progress of both the gallery exhibition and the accompanying website, and
liaised with Heloise to make the opening event, including talks by exhibiting artists
and a performance, part of the students’ lecture programme. The opening event was
an excellent learning experience for the students and gave exhibiting artists the
opportunity to talk about their work and ‘unwellness’ to an informed and committed
audience.

Heloise and the students introduced their work to Caroline and Bella on two
occasions, including their personal visual works made as a response to their
placements on the dementia wards at Llandough Hospital. Caroline and Bella will
attend the conclusion of the project at Llandough and have invited the students to
make a presentation related to their placements at Oriel Y Bont, as part of the



Deserters programme of events, with staff members from Platfform also present.
Platfform will bring information about their organisation and work to display and are
now looking at developing opportunities for liaison/placements with the CTA course.

Students will be invited to future events including an In Conversation with Horatio
Clare (6pm May 29"), nature focused walks with the artists and a closing event —
Labyrinth Meditation - on September 26" (time tbc) with exhibiting artist and art
therapist, Hal Camplin.

...thank you so much for today, such an amazing experience for the students to meet
professional artists working at this level. | know today will continue to percolate for some
time for them.

Please can you pass on gratitude from Creative and Therapeutic Arts course to all the artist
for their welcoming, authentic introductions to their work. Very much appreciated and we
look forward to continuing to explore the work in the coming months.

Heloise Godfrey-Talbot

https://www.deserters.co.uk/

Instagram: USW _cta

https://platfform.org/

https://www.halcamplinart.com/
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